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he fPentagon  Papers

Iy .
(which now warrant the
prefix: ‘public more ihan

seerel’) suggest ithat the
Jast few American Presi-
donts should have lisiencd
more to ihe analysis {from

the Central  Intelligence
Agency  about Vieinam

than 1o their adviseis in
the State Department, Pons
tagon and National.Seeuri~
ty Council.

Starting from the ear-
Jest pants of the study of
Us ipvolvement
w4, ihe national inteili-
. estimates of the sit-
conon ook reasonably
sound -~ especially in the
revealing glare of hind-~
sight. - '

The -partial documentn-
fion of .the study suggests
{hat the intelligence ¢om-
anunity weighed in quite
negalively about President
Ngo Dinh Dien and his ef~
feot on Soulh Vietnam;
downplayd ihe domino
theory; was scornful of the
value of commitling us
ground units 0. 2 comhat,
role with'

ith “only & limiied
bombing campaign under-
way; and wdiimately helped
persuade “Pefense  Deere-
Aary Robert McNamara of
the futility  of Roiling
Thunder, the bombing war :
on North Vielpam.

" The T000-page report on
{hese cvenis was compited
by the Defense Department
and thus is more represents
alive of UTentagon thintdng
an the war than of auy
athev Washinglon-ugency.

Syet seatiered references
and direet quotations from
CIA cstimates can be found
{hroughout, The Jovesight
and overall accuracy of
these estimates is®one of
{he most dramatic impres-
sions 1o (Ap:provedclﬂb
ing of those poriions of the

{ull report iwhich have be-
LT T T .

in Vict-'

r
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Some of the mosl lwpor-
“{ant  intelligence judge-
ments which are at Jeast
partially documented  in
the report are listed herc.

o In August 1054, when
Presidont Kisenhower was
first being urged to prop
up the South Vielnameoese

Cseyoral, mopihs.after the,
Jerench aefeat by Vietnan-

ese communisis ab Dien
bienphu, a quoted nalional
intelligence estimate read:

“Although it is possible
ihat the French and Vict-
namese,  even with {fitm
support from the US and
.other powers, may he able
to eatablish a strong reghme
in South Vietnam, we he-
Jieve that the chanees for
this development are poot
and, moreover, that the sit-
uation s comore likely 1o
continue  to  deteriorate
progressively over the next
year.”
¢ With Ngo Dinh Diem
consolidating his regime in
the South during {he mid-
fifties, the Pentagon write
ers deseribe American offi~
cials in ihe embassy, the
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probably continue 10 . rise.
Y'hese adverse ironds are
not jrreversible, but if they
yemuwin  unchecked, they
will almost certainly in
time cause the collapse of
the Diem regime.”

Jour years later, wilh
{he United States begin-
ning to get involved in a
big way, the CIA is shown
one agency willing fo
debunk the then convens
tional wisdom of the domi-
no theory, which held that
it South Vietnam fell to ihe
Communisis all the rest of

as

Toael Asin would inevi Aty
100, On June 9, 1964, sever-
al months before the Tonk-
sn Gull incidents, the re-
port quoles Pres ident
Tohnson at a general neals
ing about the situalion aske
ing: “Would the vest of
Southeast Asia necessarily
fall if Joaos and South Viel-
nom came - under Norih
Vicinamese control?”

he CIA, according to
he Pentagon study, @n-
swered  thal Cambodia
“mipht,” but no other nas
fion “would quickly suc-
cumb.” ‘

The

agency acknowls

military and the CIA as
\y oAb h as edged that cuch a develop-

regularly reporting on him
ag “authoritarian, inflexi-
‘ble and remote.” By 1960,
Avhen the United States, for
better or worse, was sup-
porting the then President
Diem as a strongman, 1the

- CIA minced no words. Oue [0 7.5
nism in the ared, »

ntelligence report which’
the Penlagon analysts
characterize as “remarka-
Dbly sound” in August of
1960 read in part: ,

«Ip the absence of morc

effective Government A . .
United Stales can cffec~ S AT
ai North Vief

measures o protect the

peasnats and 1o win their
positive cooperation, the

prospect is for expansion of
ihe arcas of Viet Cong con-
trol in the couniryside,

rhicularly dn the south-
Release 2004/03/64 :
isfaction &nd discontent
wilh the govornment will

ment “would be profound-
1y damaging 10 the US po-
sition in the Far Toast”? and

suggesied {hat it would
hurt American prestige

and credibility in contain-.
ing the spread’ of commii-
ut the
CiA  said’ that cven &
clear-ciit Communist vie-
tory in the South would not
atfoct the wider American
interest of containing overt
attacks “as long as the

from {(its
in ihe Tar

tively “operate
island) bases”

Toast, '
Tn. Oclober 1964, fol-
Jowing Tonkin Qulf, at the

high point of President

rative

aigon a year after
ssinalion, while
establishment
considering &
number . of contingency
plans for widening the war,
the CIA was far {from san-
guine aboul the prospects:
e believe {hat the condi-
{ions favor & further deeay
ol GVN (Govcrm'nent of:
South Vietnam) Swill and
effectiveness.: The likely
pattorn of this decay will
be increasing defeatism,
paralysis of “endership,
friction  with Arnericans,
exploration of possible
Jipes of poiltical 4CCOMIMOo=
dutions  with ihe -otber
side, and a general peler
ing-out of the war effort.”
o The following spring
with the Tolling Thunder
pombing of North Vietnam
underway, President Jonn-
son prepared 1o send two
Wiarine battalions jnto the
owar s Ale . Jaint. Chicfs.

crisis in
Diem’s assa
ithe defense
was actively

anbied Beovelary Peamara
fo olany away oall admindss
jraprediments that

Taraper us in e prosecits

tiny of this W& -
Just at  this e, 08
Apeid 7, 1885, secording 1o

one  of fue chronologics
canirined in ke Trentagon
report, CIA divector.
wWeCone cived aled & memo
“giazenting from ihe prosie
dandial deciston 1@ have US
ironps take active P
aotive combat,
ae feels that guch acti

iz not Justified wnd wise
unloss the air aliacks on
the Narth &g inereased
sulficiently to yeally be
physicslly damaging o the
LRV (Demﬁcmi‘.ic Republic
wata}, and 1o
on her”

il

wit resl pre gaure
The Cia  divector pros
dicted, said the report, that
{he United States Swas gete
png raived down jroa war it
conld not win”
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